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MISSION AND VISION 
  
• The International Freedom Center – a multi-dimensional cultural institution combining history, 

education and engagement – will be an integral part of the living memorial to September 
11.  Rising from the hallowed ground of the World Trade Center site, it will serve as the 
complement, and its building as the gateway, to the World Trade Center Memorial, playing 
a leading role in the Memorial’s mission to “strengthen our resolve to preserve freedom, 
and inspire an end to hatred, ignorance, and intolerance.” 
 
Visitors from every nation on earth will come to the Center to understand and appreciate 
the story of freedom as an ongoing world movement, and to learn how the lives of the 
victims of September 11th were deeply connected to freedom’s evolution. In this way, the 
heroes of September 11 will be seen alongside the freedom heroes of history, and the 
poignant tragedy of the day will be portrayed in the light of other great sacrifices that have 
been made on behalf of free and open societies.  
 

• The Center will include three major components: 
 
 Museum exhibition spaces: will tell personal stories and explore crucial themes in the 

history of freedom, detailing the contributions of countless individual women and men 
around the world who have made a difference to its cause. 

 
 An educational and cultural center: will sponsor an extensive array of lectures, 

symposia, discussions, films, and other events in its theaters and public halls that will 
nurture a global conversation on freedom in our world today.  

 
 A service and civic engagement network: will offer visitors opportunities to act in 

freedom's service in their own communities and around the world.  
 
BACKGROUND ABOUT THE INSTITUTION 
 
• The building’s architect is Snøhetta, a Norwegian firm best known for the Alexandria Library 

in Egypt.  Adamson Associates of Canada is the associate architect.  
 
• Initial planning for the International Freedom Center was overseen by its founders, Tom A.  

Bernstein, the Co-Founder and President of Chelsea Piers, and Peter W. Kunhardt, Co-
Founder and President of Kunhardt Productions.   

 
• Mr. Bernstein, Co-Founder and Chairman, is a member of the Board and Executive Committee 

of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. where he also serves as the 
Chair of the Committee on Conscience.  

 
• Mr. Kunhardt is Creative Director of the Center.  His documentary production company, 

Kunhardt Productions, was responsible for the 8-hour PBS series, Freedom: A History of 
US, the 10-hour PBS series, The American President, and the four-hour ABC series, 
Lincoln.  Mr. Kunhardt served as an Executive Producer on the Brad Grey/HBO 
Production, In Memoriam: New York City 9/11/01. 
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• Richard J. Tofel, President and Chief Operating Officer of the Center, was previously the 
Assistant Publisher of The Wall Street Journal and a Vice President of Dow Jones & 
Company.  Mr. Tofel had previously served as an Assistant Managing Editor of the Journal 
and as Vice President, Corporate Communications of Dow Jones. 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
• The International Freedom Center has recently formed a not-for-profit organization, Friends of 

the International Freedom Center, and is in the process of establishing a diverse Board of 
Directors consisting of leaders from the public and private sectors.  Joining Mr. Bernstein 
on the Board are Paula Grant Berry, Stephen Heintz and Daniel Tishman. 

 
• Paula G. Berry is Vice-Chair of the Center and a Director on the Board of the World Trade 

Center Memorial Foundation.  She also serves on the Lower Manhattan Development 
Corporation’s Families Advisory Council and was one of thirteen jurors (and the only 
family member) who selected the design for the World Trade Center Memorial.  The 
mother of three children, her husband, David Berry, was killed on September 11th at the 
World Trade Center.  Ms. Berry has held several executive positions in publishing at 
companies including Doubleday, the Economist, Newsweek, Gruner & Jahr and 
Scholastic.   

 
• Stephen B. Heintz, Secretary of the Center, is the fourth President of the Rockefeller Bros. 

Fund (RBF).  Founded in 1940 by the sons and daughter of John D. Rockefeller Jr., the 
RBF is an international foundation supporting social change to help build a more just, 
sustainable, and peaceful world.  Before joining the RBF, Mr. Heintz was Founding 
President of Dēmos: A Network for Ideas & Action and also served as Executive Vice 
President and Chief Operating Officer of the Prague-based EastWest Institute (EWI), 
where he worked on issues of economic reform, civil society development, and 
international security.   

 
• Daniel R. Tishman, Treasurer, is Chairman & CEO of Tishman Construction Corporation and 

fourth generation President of Tishman Realty & Construction Co, which combined, 
comprises one of the nation’s largest and most active builders and developers.  He is 
currently in charge of construction for the new 7 World Trade Center and Freedom Tower 
for Silverstein Properties, and various projects for Verizon, Morgan Stanley, Bank of New 
York, and Bank of America, to name a few.  
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-BOARD OF DIRECTORS- 
Tom A. Bernstein, Co-Founder, Chairman and CEO; President of Chelsea Piers, President of the Board of Human Rights First; Paula Grant Berry; 
Vice-Chair; Member of the Board, World Trade Center Memorial Foundation; Stephen B. Heintz, Secretary; President of the Rockefeller Bros. 
Fund; Daniel R. Tishman, Treasurer; Chairman & CEO of Tishman Construction Corporation and President of Tishman Realty & Construction Co., 
Inc. 

-STAFF- 
Richard J. Tofel, President & Chief Operating Officer; Erica Goudy, Vice President of Development; Debra J. Weinstein, Project Manager 
 

-SENIOR CREATIVE TEAM- 
Peter W. Kunhardt, Co-Founder and Creative Director; Philip Kunhardt III, Editorial Director; Dyllan McGee, Director of Content and Operations 
 

-COMMITTEE OF SCHOLARS AND ADVISORS- 
INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE: Timothy Garton Ash, Director of the European Studies Centre at St Antony’s College, Oxford. Author of Free World: 
America, Europe and the Surprising Future of the West (2004); Jagdish N. Bhagwati, Professor of Economics, Columbia University, member of 
Council on Foreign Relations, author of In Defense of Globalization; Louis Bickford, Director, Alliances & Capacity Development at the 
International Center for Transitional Justice; Alex Boraine, Founder and Former President of the International Center for Transitional Justice. From 
1995 to 1998, Mr. Boraine served under Archbishop Desmond Tutu as Deputy Chairperson of the South Africa Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission; Nicholas Gage, Investigative reporter and former Athens bureau chief for The New York Times; Saad Eddin Ibrahim, Professor, 
American University in Cairo and Chairman of the Ibn Khaldun Center for Development Studies; Juan Mendez, President of the International 
Center for Transitional Justice; Martin Palous, Ambassador of the Czech Republic to the United States; Orlando Patterson, John Cowles Professor 
of Sociology at Harvard University, author of Freedom in the Making of Western Culture (winner of the National Book Award for non-fiction in 
1991) and Slavery and Social Death; Richard Pipes, Baird Professor of History, Emeritus, Harvard University;  Michael Posner, Executive Director of 
Human Rights First (formerly the Lawyers Committee for Human Rights); Ambassador Hector Timerman, Consul General of Argentina to New 
York; Xu Wenli, visiting senior fellow at Brown University's Watson Institute of International Studies, and exiled founder of the Chinese Democratic 
Party; Fareed Zakaria, Editor of Newsweek International and author of a column that appears in the national and international editions of 
Newsweek; trained as an academic, he is the author of The Future of Freedom: Illiberal Democracy at Home and Abroad, which is being 
translated into fifteen languages 
 

NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE: Rebecca Adamson, Founder and President of First Nations Development Institute, and founder of First Peoples 
Worldwide; Anthony Appiah, University Professor of Philosophy at Princeton University, and Professor in the University Center for Human Values; 
Jean Harvey Baker, Professor of History at Goucher College in Baltimore, Maryland; David Herbert Donald, Charles Warren Professor of History, 
Emeritus at Harvard University; David Hackett Fischer, Professor at Brandeis University and author of Liberty & Freedom; Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 
W.E.B. DuBois Professor of the Humanities at Harvard University, and Chair of the African and African-American Studies Departments; Nathan 
Glazer, Professor of Education and Social Structure, Emeritus at Harvard University; Walter Isaacson, CEO of the Aspen Institute and author of 
Benjamin Franklin: An American Life (2003); Kenneth Jackson, President of the New-York Historical Society and the Jacques Barzun Professor of 
History and Social Sciences at Columbia University; Bob Kerrey, President of New School University in New York City and former Governor of and 
Senator from Nebraska; Thomas Kessner, Professor of History at The City University of New York; Pauline Maier, William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor of 
American History at MIT; John Raisian, Director and Senior Fellow of the Hoover Institution; Anthony Romero, Executive Director of the ACLU; John 
Edward Sexton, President of New York University; Anne-Marie Slaughter, Dean of the Woodrow Wilson School at Princeton University, Theodore 
Sorensen, Policy adviser, legal counsel, and speechwriter for President John F. Kennedy; Margot Stern Strom, Executive Director and President, 
Facing History and Ourselves 
 

MUSEUM PERSPECTIVE: Ruth Abram, Director of the Lower East Side Tenement Museum in New York City and Founder of the International 
Coalition of Historic Site Museums of Conscience; Sara Bloomfield, Director of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC; 
Edwin Rigaud, President of the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center; Richard Stengel, President and CEO of the National Constitution 
Center in Philadelphia; Joe Torsella, former President and CEO of the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia 
 

-PLANNING COMMITTEE- 
Cora Cahan, Founder, The Joyce Theater; President, The New 42nd Street; Susan Freedman, President, Public Art Fund; Elliot Gerson, Executive 
Vice President, Seminars and Public Programs, The Aspen Institute; Tom Healy, President, The Lower Manhattan Cultural Council; Matthew T. 
Higgins, Vice President, New York Jets; Robert Hughes, President, New Visions for Public Schools; Cristyne L. Nicholas, President and CEO of NYC 
& Company; Richard Plepler, Executive Vice-President of HBO; Robert Speyer, Senior Managing Director, Tishman Speyer Properties; Max Stier, 
President and CEO of Partnership for Public Service; Tom Tierney, Chairman & Founder, Bridgespan Group; Jennifer Windsor, Executive Director, 
Freedom House; Robert D. Yaro, President of Regional Plan Association 
 

-SERVICE AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT ADVISORS- 
John Bridgeland, Chair; Founder and President of Civic Enterprises, Former Assistant to President George W. Bush and Director of the White House 
Domestic Policy Council; Admiral Charles S. Abbot, President & CEO of the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society, Former Assistant to the President for 
Homeland Security; Diana Aviv, President & CEO, Independent Sector; James G. Basker, President of the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American 
History Anne Whitney Olin professor of English, Barnard College; Ben Binswanger, Senior Vice President, The Case Foundation; Sheila Burke, 
Deputy Secretary & COO of the Smithsonian Institution; Kathy Bushkin, Executive Vice President & COO, United Nations Foundation;  Jean Case, 
President & CEO, The Case Foundation; Raymond G. Chambers, Board of Directors, America’s Promise; Susan Cooper, National Archives and 
Records Administration; Steven A. Culbertson, President & CEO, Youth Service America; John J. DiIulio, Professor of Politics, Religion & Civil 
Society, U. Penn; Gary Edson, Former Deputy National Security Advisor; David Eisner, CEO, Corporation for National and Community Service; 
Susan Ellis, President, Energize, Inc.; Eric Federing, Board of Directors, National Conference on Citizenship; George H. Gilliam, Miller Center for 
Public Affairs at the University of Virginia; Stephen Goldsmith, Professor, Harvard University; John S. Gomperts, CEO of Experience Corps; Robert 
Goodwin, CEO, Points of Light Foundation; Scott Heiferman, Co-Founder & CEO, Meetup; Elizabeth Hollander, Executive Director, Campus 
Compact; Eugene Hickok, Former Deputy Secretary of Education, U.S. Department of Education; Sarah Kass, Co-Founder, City On A Hill Charter 
School; Alan Khazei, CEO & Co-Founder, City Year; Carie Lemack, Co-Founder of Families of September 11; Kirsten Lodal, CEO & Co-Founder, 
National Student Partnerships; Carolyn Lukensmeyer, President & Founder of America Speaks; John Maounis, Chief of Staff for NE Regional 
Director, National Park Service; Karen Morison, Senior Vice President, Civic Enterprises; Robert L. Nardelli, Chairman, President & CEO of Home 
Depot; Michelle Nunn, President & CEO, Hands On Network; Stephen B. Powell, Managing Director, Bear Stearns; Robert Putnam, Professor of 
Public Policy, Harvard University; Cokie B. Roberts, ABC News; Ian Rowe, Vice President, MTV; Max Stier, President, Partnership for Public Service; 
Susan Stroud, Executive Director, Innovations in Civic Participation, Global Service Institute; Joe Trippi, CEO, Trippi & Associates; Gaddi Vasquez, 
Director, Peace Corps; Ken Weber, President, Network for Good; Harris Wofford, former U.S. Senator, Special Assistant to President Kennedy, Co-
Founder of the Peace Corps; Ariel Zwang, Executive Director of New York Cares 


